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City of Memphis To Launch  RED-LIGHT CAMERA PROGRAM 
Poll Shows Overwhelming Support  

 
 

 
Memphis, TN  – October 1,  2009 –  The City of Memphis, Tennessee is pleased 
to announce the launch of  a life-saving red-light camera program.  This 
program will improve safety on Memphis’ roadways. Similar programs around 
the country have resulted in a decrease in red-light running and fewer 
collisions and injuries.    
 
The first cameras will be installed at the intersection of Winchester and 
Riverdale Roads,  the scene of the highest number of collisions from 2006 
through June 2009.  Cameras will monitor vehicles traveling northbound on 
Riverdale and westbound on Winchester.  The program will launch at a news 
conference to be held October 7th. There will be a 30-day warning period, 
during which no citations will be issued, in order to get Memphis drivers used 
to the new system. 
 
“We are thrilled to launch this program, because it ultimately will save lives. If 
people know the cameras are at these high traffic intersections, they will slow 
down. Studies show they will become more careful drivers,” said Memphis 
Mayor Pro Tem Myron Lowery.  “I would also like to express my deep gratitude 
to the Memphis City Council for making this system available to the citizens of 
Memphis.”  
 



Drivers captured on camera running red lights will receive a citation for a 50 
dollar fine by mail, after the 30 day warning period.    
In addition to the Winchester Riverdale intersection, red light cameras will also 
be launched during the month of October at the following intersections:  
 
Germantown Parkway and Trinity Rd 
Lamar and East Shelby Drive 
 
 
Future plans include launching red light cameras at the following 
intersections: 
 
Germantown Parkway and Dexter  
Winchester and Kirby 
Germantown Pkwy and US 64 
Winchester and Hickory Hill 
Lamar and American Way 
Lamar and Winchester 
Germantown Pkwy and Cordova Rd 
Austin Peay and Yale 
E. Shelby Drive and Getwell 
E  Shelby Drive and Millbranch 
Poplar Avenue and S. Highland 
 
 
The seven year contract is with American Traffic Solutions, and includes two 
five-year renewal options. Like red-light and speed camera programs 
throughout North America, Memphis’ photo-enforcement safety program is 
financially self-supporting, because it will be paid for by revenues from 
violators and not taxpayers.  
 
ATS commissioned Public Opinion Strategies of Alexandria, VA, to conduct a 
survey in August among Memphis voters to gauge the level of public awareness 
of and support for red-light cameras.  Fully 70 percent of Memphis voters 
support red-light cameras, according to the poll.  This support cuts across 
gender, ethnic and generational lines in the city.  Almost 90 percent of 
Memphis voters support using speed cameras to enforce speed limits in school 
zones, and fully two-thirds support the use of speed cameras to enforce speed 
limits on city streets and highways in Memphis. 
 
“This strong level of support in Memphis is consistent with what we’ve seen in 
similar polls across the U.S.,” said James Tuton, president and CEO of ATS.  
“There is tremendous support for this life-saving technology.  ATS looks 
forward to partnering with the City of Memphis to implement a critical public 
safety program that the public supports and is proven to decrease red-light 
running, crashes and injuries.” 



 
ATS has worked to enhance public safety in Tennessee since 2006 having been 
selected to operate photo-enforcement programs by several communities 
including: Bluff City, Gallatin, Jackson and Red Bank. Such safety initiatives 
are proven law enforcement, life-saving tools that free up and support limited 
police resources. More than 400 communities in the US and 21 countries 
worldwide have implemented photo-enforcement systems with documented 
success.  
  
The positive impact of red-light cameras on driver behavior has been 
dramatic. Cities find that the number of collisions and injuries decrease 
significantly over time as drivers learn that if they break the law by not 
stopping at red-light signals, they will be fined. Drivers, therefore, are more 
careful, making roads safer. 
 
The Insurance Institute of Highway Safety reports that camera programs 
reduce violations by 40-50 percent and crashes by 30 percent.  Photo-
enforcement programs are also extremely popular with citizens across the 
United States and Canada.  USA Today reported in a 2009 survey that 69 
percent of U.S. voters support the use of red-light cameras. Research in states 
where photo-enforcement programs already exist report even stronger public 
support for both red-light and speed cameras.  
 
 
 


